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October 30.2007

The Honorable Deval Patrick
State House
Boston, MA 02133

Dear Govemor Patrick,

A few weeks ago we wrote to request that your ofFrce take prompt action to remediate the
problems in firearms license delays.

In previous letters we had pointed out to you that the law requires that licenses be issued within
40 days ofthe date ofapplication. We also reminded you that the law grants a 90 day grace period, or
extension, for individuals that apply before their birthday/expiration date.

Yet we continue to receive reports that the police chief in Worcester blatantly delays activating
fuearms licenses for months, causing people to be in illegal possession of their lawfully purchased
firearms. The average tum mound time between application and delivery of license seems to be five or
six months in that city.

Govemor, the system is in need ofrepair. Police departments need to have a clear directive that
they should place a high priority on helping law abiding citizens remain on the right side ofthe 1aw.
The department of the state police, the CHSB, and the Departrnent of Mental Health must all work
together to ensure that good people are not placed in jeopardy through no fault of their own.

Enclosed you will find letters of individuals who applied in Springfield, Worcester and Dracut
that have been waiting well beyond the 40 days mandated by law.

ecutive Director

A f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R i f l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a
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From
Date 2007110125 Thu Rttlt OZ: 17:11CDT

To staff@goal.org
Subject Renewal Delay

Dear GOAL,

My firearms license renewal is taking an awfully long time, I had an appointment
with my licensing officer on August 29th to process my renewal. lt has now been
eight (B) weeks since I appl ied. My pol ice departmentlust tel ls me that i t  is inprocess. Because lappl ied before my expirat ion date, ihave a grace period, but
that wi l l  run out on December gth. Please ask the Governor to do what he can tosee that the system gets moving again.

Sincerely,



)*r-- Go, I
/iy frrcnri*l K 1)c'-// ee- {cur €u/e / '/ s l>'$vig

z/t Atu,frt/y /r*f %*-,'{/rJ 2// apqo)n'/ncil+-

L&';/k riy /u**rr*F OHtL'-e-t' @/? J'--*=7 ?aily',

p,it|*: hf/d), pu,l .e D.pl. ,# 9r* t(ie /?//yctretua/,

*f /r; f)ate,/ i*€il lhgft'teel{s Jlzrt(G:-- tz,lgtt/i { '

ft/ {b/,:t- J"pt, l,o**.Fu llJ+ 'L//*,*-&''t' r/t r t"t

rp{e c-ds , B*cz-,s < { a62p /*J J-.y';re nry
" 
F*nintL,on Jr'L , 4l*ve- 3 9/eec.* ,Jer/oL/ b"td-

Jk?.f Lrt r // Vr^ ,r* o tl ,Mor/, / 7 , ?at7 )lou e- er /{

*h.-  G*ev' .v. f t  +.  Jo *hr ' l  h* tbnfu Snge- Jl , r ' l

* l -h* g1gkuTt gok iho/,^f  ry>r; '  dw( P<rson
,{ r\reL) lv(Wzz+g\ G,r* 7t?rf 3,ilwm"

lil tu.tQ;([ ( J=ts, ,
Olte 

V)Prsott

..-. 
--' 

--{r" ,r. ./t' l /
!4*'W,r77-/L-l/^

( '
M;ffi:



October 19, 2007

Dear G.O.A.L.

My firearms license renewal has taken a long time. I irad an appointment with my licensing

officer on04llgl1007 to process my application. It has been over twenty-four weeks since. I

have checked with the Worcester Police Deparlment and they say it is the process. I applied

before my expiration date but my grace period ran out on 0B/021200'7 . My license was finally

issued on 1 0l0ZlZ007 five months after fhe grace pericd of 08/02 12007 . Could you please ask the

Governor and the State License Commission to look into the excessive time frame for which

should have been a 6 week Process.

Thank-you in advance

Sincerely,


